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Dishforth Parish Council 
Chairman: Cllr Anne Sturzaker 

Parish Clerk: Jill Davis 
e-mail: parishclerk@dishforthpc.org.uk 

 

Minutes of the Extraordinary  Meeting of the DISHFORTH PARISH COUNCIL held In 
the Village Hall on MONDAY 8TH OF APRIL 2024 AT 5.00pm  

Present: Councillors: A Sturzaker, S Reid and A Clark 
Parish Clerk: Jill Davis 
Public: 4 
Councillor: 0 

 
The Council and members of the public were reminded by notice and by the Chairman that they may 

record/film/photograph or broadcast the meeting when the public and the press were not lawfully excluded.   

 

NYC – North Yorkshire Council, PTA – Parent Teachers Association, YLCA – Yorkshire Local Councils 

Associations, VAS – Vehicle Activated Sign, PC – Parish Council, Cllr – Councillor, RFO – Responsible Finance 

Officer, DD- Direct Debit. 

 

1. E349 Welcome by the Chairman: 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 5.00pm and welcomed everyone. 

2. E350 Apologies: 
2.a To receive apologies 
Not applicable 
2.b To approve reasons for absence given by councillors 
Not applicable 

3. E351 Dispensations: to consider requests 

None requested 

Declarations of Interest to receive Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests from Cllrs on items to 

be considered at this meeting. 

None offered 

4. E352 Public Participation Session: for the public to talk to Cllrs about items only on the agenda 

5. A Member of the public raised a query about whether SW could be considered as he was 
not in attendance. 

5. E353 Casual Vacancy Number 1:  
To receive written applications for the office of parish councillor and to co-opt a 
candidate to fill the existing vacancy. 
Cllr Reid raised a point of order. Cllr Reid had spoken with the Society of Local Council Clerks 
(SLCC) concerning applicant SW applying for the two vacancies SLCC’s advice was that 
applicant SW could not stand. The clerk asked Cllr Reid why she had not brought the 
information to the attention of the council before the meeting, but there was no reply given. 
The clerk informed the council that she had spoken with YLCA to ensure that a candidate 
could stand for two vacancies. YLCA’s advice was that the vacancies were separate and that 
candidates could apply if they wished for both vacancies.  
The clerk informed the council that SW could not attend the meeting due to work 
commitments, however, SW asked the council for the applications to be considered. 
The council discussed whether it was appropriate to allow SW’s applications to be considered 
as he was not available. The council allowed his applications to be considered.  
5.a For applicants to deliver a presentation to the council (maximum 10 minutes) 
Candidate AD gave the following information to the council. 
Born and lives in Dishforth. Owns a farm in the village. On a professional basis liaises with 
people from different backgrounds. He is concerned about how the village looks and wants to 
be a part of making improvements. Interested in supporting the formation of a Youth Club and 
looking into potential income at the playing field by having football teams using the football 
pitch.  
The council thanked AD for the presentation. 
Candidate SW. The Chairman read the candidate's presentation. 
Originally from Dishforth and has now lived in the parish for over 12 months. Self-employed 
and works with a variety of people from differing backgrounds. Has transferrable skills such as 
financial planning, and obtaining quotations that could benefit the parish council and is also 
enthusiastic, committed and hard-working. 
5.b For the council to approve the Declaration of Acceptance of Office be signed at the 
next available meeting (if applicable) 
The council approved the motion 
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5.c To note that the next PC meeting is Tuesday the 9th of April at 7.30pm in the Village 
Hall 
The council noted the next PC meeting 9TH of April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

6. E354 Casual Vacancy Number 2: 
To receive written applications for the office of parish councillor and to co-opt a candidate to fill 
the existing vacancy. 
6.a For applicants to deliver a presentation to the council (maximum 10 minutes) 
SW’s presentation has been presented in item 5.a 
Candidate JH gave the following presentation: 
Moved back to the parish. Been in the teaching profession for 35 years. Been involved with 
committees, a school governor and also with Hambleton and District Show. Feels that the 
village looks untidy and wants to support and work with the parish council to improve the 
village and its facilities. 
The council thanked JH for the presentation 
6.b For the council to approve the Declaration of Acceptance of Office be signed at the 
next available meeting (if applicable) 
The council approved the motion 
6.c To note the next PC meeting is the 9th of April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
The council noted the next PC meeting 9TH of April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

7. E355 Employment Matters: 
7.a To update the council with the draft Job Description and Advert (Cllr Reid) 
Cllr Reid updated the council with the job description, advert, application form and the person 
specification document. The council discussed the documents and made several 
amendments. Resolved – the council approved the motion subject to the amendments. 
The council thanked the clerk for staying until the 31st of May 2024. 
7.b For the council to consider invoking 7.a of the Standing Orders concerning item 7.a 
(if applicable) 
Withdrawn 
7.c For the clerk to draft the Job Description and Advert (if applicable) 
Withdrawn 
7.d For the council to approve the weekly hours and the payscale range for item 7.c (if 
applicable) 
Withdrawn 

8. E356 Meeting Dates: 
To confirm the next PC Ordinary Meeting is 09/04/2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

9. 
 

E357 Temporary exclusion of press and public: Pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at 

meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of 
the business to be discussed 

TO VOTE: Agreed 

10. E358 Casual Vacancies: 
10.a To consider the applications for Casual Vacancy Number 1 
The council discussed the candidates. Resolved – Candidate AD to be co-opted to the parish 
council. 
10.b To consider the applications for Casual Vacancy Number 2 
The council discussed the candidates. Resolved – Candidate SW to be co-opted by a majority 
of 2:1 to the parish council 

11. E359 Grass-cutting Matters: 
11.a  For the council to consider any actions from the grass-cutting tenders and grass-
cutting documents and information 
The council discussed the current tender and agreed the document needed to be amended 
and re-tendered due to lowering the amount of cuts required. 
Resolved – the council approved the motion subject to the amendments. The council also 
requested the same tenderers to be contacted and the closing date set for the 23rd of April at 
5.00pm. 

 
With no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at 6.01pm and thanked everyone 
for attending. 
 
 
Signed:…Cllr Sturzaker………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Dated………25/04/2024……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
The minutes were approved by the council at the PC Meeting held on the 25/04/2024 


