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Dishforth Parish Council 
Chairman: Cllr Anne Sturzaker 

Parish Clerk: Jill Davis 
e-mail: parishclerk@dishforthpc.org.uk 

 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of DISHFORTH PARISH COUNCIL held In the Village 
Hall on TUESDAY THE 9th of May 2023 at 7.30 pm.  

Present: Councillors: A Sturzaker, R Williams G West, S Reid, and K West, 
Parish Clerk: Jill Davis 
Public: 3 
County Councillor: 0 

 
The Council and members of the public were reminded by notice and by the Chairman that they may 

record/film/photograph or broadcast the meeting when the public and the press were not lawfully excluded.   

 

NYC – North Yorkshire Council, PTA – Parent teachers association, YLCA – Yorkshire Local Councils 

Associations, VAS – Vehicle Activated Sign, PC – Parish Council, Cllr - Councillor 
 
 

1. E140 Election of the Chairman 2023 - 2024: 
The meeting was opened at 7.30 pm with the first item being the Election of the Chair for 2023 
-2024.  Cllr Sturzaker was proposed By Cllr Reid and seconded By Cllr G West. 
Resolved – Cllr Sturzaker was voted as the Chairman for 2023 -2024 by all councillors. 
Cllr Sturzaker thanked the council and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. E141 Election of Vice-Chair 2023 - 2024: (if applicable) 

Cllr Williams proposed himself for the position of Vice-Chair and Cllr Reid seconded the 
motion. One councillor voted for the motion, one councillor voted against the motion and two 
councillors abstained from the vote. 
Resolved – the motion was rejected. 

3. E142 Declaration of Acceptance of Office: 
A request for members to sign the declaration of acceptance of office (no 
hard/electronic copy available) 
The council agreed to the request. The councillors signed the individual forms 

4. E143 Register of Members’ Interests: 
A request for members to complete the register of members’ interests – 09/05/2023. 
Supporting paper attached. 
The council agreed to the request. Three councillors completed their forms and the remaining 
councillors will complete their forms asap. 

5. E144 Apologies for absence: to receive and note apologies. 

N/A All in the attendance 

6. E145 Dispensations: to consider requests 

No dispensations were requested. 

Declarations of Interest to receive Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests from Cllrs on items to be 

considered at this meeting. 

No declarations of interest were received. 

7. E146 For members to consider approving the amended minutes of the Parish 
Council Meeting held on the 21st OF March 2023  
Resolved – the council approved the minutes. 

8. E147 For members to consider approving the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on the 18th of April 2023 
Resolved – the council approved the minutes. 

9. E148 Public Participation Session: for the public to talk to Cllrs about items only on the agenda 

No items 

10. E149 Report: to receive reports 

10. County Councillor Report 
No councillor report received 

11. E150 For members to consider which groups/committees/responsibilities for 2023 – 
2024. 
The council discussed the motion, and it was agreed that the following councillors/clerk would 
have the responsibility for the following groups. 
11.a Cemetery Responsibility  
Cllr Williams  
11.b Commuted Sums Officer 
Jill Davis – Parish Clerk/RFO 
11.c Representative to YLCA   
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Cllrs Reid and Sturzaker. It was highlighted by Cllr Reid that any councillors/clerk can attend, 
however, only two members of DPC can vote on items. The two councillors are Cllrs Reid and 
Sturzaker. 
11.d Representative to the Village Hall 
Cllr Sturzaker 
11.e Representative to local groups  
 Safer Neighbourhood Group – Cllr K West  
11.f Checking of the Play Equipment 
This motion was deferred. The council requested further information concerning what 
training/certificates are needed to check the equipment. 
11.g Checking of the Defibs   
Cllr Reid agreed to weekly checks.   
11.h Any other responsibilities/groups 
Not applicable 

12. E151 Reports From: Committees/Representatives of other 
Committees/Groups/Meetings: to receive reports and proposals/requests and 
considerations and agree on any actions needed:  
12.a Keynotes - Yorkshire Water Meeting - Cllr Sturzaker 
Cllr Sturzaker reported on the following: 
A meeting with Yorkshire Water representatives, Cllr Brown and members of 6 other parish 
councils took place on the 6th of April 2023. 
The meeting was convened by Cllr Brown to explore the issues and request solutions to the 
issue of sewerage flooding in Dishforth and other parishes. 
Foul water flooding has been a regular occurrence in the parish. Remedial work by Yorkshire 
Water is still being carried out. 
When the water main burst in the Ripon area in August and September 2022, that had a 
significant impact on Dishforth and Yorkshire Water ‘s response was very poor. The main 
problems were inconsistent messages to different residents, priority customers having to wait 
more than 30 minutes for telephone contact, priority customers believing they would receive 
bottled water automatically which was not the case and varying amounts of compensation 
offered to residents from £0 to £100.00. 
Yorkshire Water representatives made notes of all the issues and problems and a further 
meeting will be convened in due course. 
12.b To report on DISHFEST – Cllr Sturzaker 
Cllr Sturzaker reported on the following: 
The event was a huge success. There were in the region of 490 people attended the event. 
Residents from all age groups attended and enjoyed the event, taking the opportunity to meet 
new people and old friends. 
The response on social media has been extremely positive. 
There were no incidents to report. 
The event ran smoothly – due to the excellent planning of the DISHFEST organisers. 
The majority of the clearing-up was completed by lunchtime the following day. 
The final accounts are still being prepared. 

13. E152 Clerk’s Report: Items received after the publication of the agenda or for items needing discussion 

To update members on the following: 
13. Items emailed to the Parish Council.  
13.a Parish Clerk informed the members that a representative from Swale and Ure has made 
contact and will be addressing the council’s concerns in due course. 

14. E153 Correspondence Report: Items received after publication of the agenda or for items needing 

discussion 

Parish Clerk informed the council no correspondence items have been received. 

15. E154 Administration: parish clerk to inform/update/consideration 

15.a For members to discuss and consider a new pricing structure for the Cemetery. 
The item was deferred. A working group made up of councillors to consider the pricing 
structure. Cllr Sturzaker to organise the date. 
15.b For members to consider approving the GDPR document. 
Resolved – The members approved the motion. 
15.c For members to consider participating in the Online Meeting – North Yorkshire 
Police, Fire, and Crime Commissioner 
The council discussed the item and agreed at least one councillor to attend the online 
meetings. 
15.d For members to consider approving the parish clerk write to all funeral directors – 
to remove all surplus diggings from the cemetery (Cllr K West) 
The item was deferred. The working party will discuss the item when discussing the cemetery's 
pricing structure. 

 

16. E155 Financial Matters: 
16.a To inform members of the Emergency Powers implemented to eliminate the vermin 
on the playing field – to date 3 moles. 
Parish Clerk informed the members that emergency powers have been used to eliminate the 
vermin on the playing field.  
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16.b To inform members of the Emergency Powers implemented to lock the tennis 
courts £35.99. A consideration to approve. 
Parish Clerk informed the members that emergency powers have been used to lock the tennis 
courts to due to health and safety implications. Resolved – the members approved the cost of 
the lock. 
16.c To discuss and agree upon a course of action to enable allocated S106 monies to 
be used to meet the needs of Dishforth residents (Cllr Sturzaker) 
16.c1 Overview                                               16.c2 Commuted Sums DPC 
16.c3 Commuted Sums Wathvale Ward         16.c4 Wathvale Ward Site List 
Cllr Sturzaker presented the information to the council and explained that allocated s106 
monies should be used to meet the needs of Dishforth residents rather than accepting the 
current situation. Motion – to begin the process with North Yorkshire Council now to modify 
s106 agreements. Resolved – 4 councillors approved, and one councillor would prefer to wait. 
Parish Clerk to action the following: 
Contact North Yorkshire Council to request an updated Commuted Sums list. 
Organise a date for a working party for councillors to discuss the updated Commuted Sums 
list. 
To initiate a conversation with the Commuted Sums Officer 
16.d To inform members that £1195 – BACS information Grant for the defib and cabinet 
has been received. 
Parish Clerk informed the members that the information grant has been received and the 
payment should be received within the next few days. 
16.e To inform members that £6500 – 1st precept payment has been received. 
Parish Clerk informed the members that the 1st precept payment of £6500.00 has been 
received. 
16.f For members to consider transferring funds (£17,000) to the savings account to 
gain interest. 
The council discussed the motion and requested further information before considering the 
motion, concerning which councillors are registered to the savings account. Cllr Sturzaker to 
action. 
16.g For members to consider approving the parish clerk’s expenses for April 2023 
£44.44 
Resolved the motion was approved. 
16.h To update the members with the Bank Statement information from 04/04/2023 – 
01/05/2023. 
Parish Clerk informed the members that the Bank Statement amount is £36,444.84 for the 
period 04/04/2023 – 01/05/2023. 
16.i For members to consider any action from the quotation for the cemetery hedge 
£260.00 +VAT. 
Resolved – the motion was rejected. 

17. E156 Governance Review: 
For members to consider submitting a request (under the provisions of Part 4 of the 

Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007) to North Yorkshire 

Council to increase the size of Dishforth Parish Council. Supporting Paper attached. 

Cllr Sturzaker requested the consideration and provided the following information to the 

council. 

The National Association of Local Councils promotes a minimum Council size of 7. 

The Department for Communities and Local Government reports that in councils representing 

electors between 501 -2500 (Dishforth has 762 electors) the typical number of councillors is 

between 6 and 12. 

A larger pool of councillors is more likely to represent a more accurate local view. 

With only 5 members and a quorum of three, there is potential for inquorate meetings due to 

holidays or ill health. Resolved the council supported the motion to increase the number of 

councillors to 8. Parish Clerk requested to contact North Yorkshire Council to begin the 

process. 

 

18. E157 Cut-off Date: 
To inform members that the cut-off date for items for the June meeting is the 1st of June 
2023 at 5.00pm 
Parish Clerk informed the members that the cut-off date for June’s agenda is the 1st of June. 

 

19. E158 Working Party Meeting: 
19.a To inform the members that the working party minutes have been circulated to all 
parties. 
Parish Clerk informed the members that the minutes have been circulated to all the parties 
involved in the working party. 
19.b To update the members with the information concerning the first Ride on Mower 
and to determine whether any further action is required. 
Parish Clerk updated the members with the information concerning the first ride-on-mower. 
The council discussed the item. Cllr G West asked who had authorised the sale of the first ride-
on mower and who had made the decision to buy the second ride-on- Mower. 
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Cllr Reid informed the council that she had decided to buy the second ride-on-mower as the 
first ride-on-mower was not fit for purpose and as no parish council meetings were taking 
place, she dealt with the matter. Cllr Reid informed the council that she had requested a 
valuation from a manager at Russell’s who informed her that if they purchased the ride-on 
mower the council would receive £2,000. 
Cllr Reid further informed the council that she sold the first ride-on mower to a resident for 
£2,000. The council requested further information. Cllr Reid to contact the parishioner for a 
receipt and the Parish Clerk to contact Russell’s to ask about the valuation. 

20. E159 Payments to Consider: May 2023 Payments 

 
A 100150  –Jill Davis – April 2023 Salary                                  £479.16                         £479.16  
B 100151 -  Jill Davis – April 2023 Expenses                            £ 44.44                          £ 44.44  
C 100152 – Farm and Land Services Ltd – Invoice 6414         £401.00    £80.20          £481.20  
                                                                               TOTAL:      £924.60    £80.20          £1004.80 
Resolved the council approved A-C. 
Cllrs Sturzaker and Reid signed the invoices and cheques for payment. 
 

21. E160                            The Next Meeting of the Parish Council: 
                       13th of June 2023 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

22. E161 Temporary exclusion of press and public: Pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at 

meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of 
the business to be discussed  

23. E162 Employment Matters: 
23.a For members to consider approving the 11 hours holiday entitlement (01/12/2022 -
31/03/2023) w/c 10th and 17th of July and 1 hour paid. (5-hour contract) 
Resolved – The motion was approved. 
23.b To inform members that the holiday entitlement for 01/04/23 -31/03/24 = 34 hours (5-
hour contract) 
Parish Clerk informed the members of the annual leave entitlement. 
23.c For members to consider approving the Contract of Employment from 01/04/2023 
(New Rate) 
Resolved – The motion was approved, and the Chairman and Parish Clerk signed the contract 
of employment. 
23.d For members to consider approving the Correspondence to SALC (New rate of pay) 
Resolved – The motion was approved.  
23.e To update members with overtime information December 2023 -March 2023 
Parish Clerk updated the council with the overtime information and payments received 
between December 2023 – March 2023. 
23.f For members to consider approving the overtime for April 2023 
Resolved – The motion was approved. 
23.g For members to consider approving the Correspondence to SALC (April’s 
overtime) 
Resolved – The motion was approved. The Chairman signed the correspondence. Parish Clerk 
to action. 

 
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.12pm and thanked everyone for attending. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:………Cllr Sturzaker……………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated:……13/06/2023…………………………. 
 
 
The minutes were approved at the meeting held on the 13th of June 2023 


