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Dishforth Parish Council 
Chairman: Cllr Anne Sturzaker 

Parish Clerk: Jill Davis 
e-mail: parishclerk@dishforthpc.org.uk 

 

Minutes of the Extraordinary  Meeting of the DISHFORTH PARISH COUNCIL held In 
the Village Hall on TUESDAY 14TH OF MAY 2024 AT 7.30PM  

Present: Councillors: A Sturzaker, A Dods and S Watson 
Parish Clerk: Jill Davis 
Public: 24 
Councillor: 0 

 
The Council and members of the public were reminded by notice and by the Chairman that they may 

record/film/photograph or broadcast the meeting when the public and the press were not lawfully excluded.   

 

NYC – North Yorkshire Council, PTA – Parent Teachers Association, YLCA – Yorkshire Local Councils 

Associations, VAS – Vehicle Activated Sign, PC – Parish Council, Cllr – Councillor, RFO – Responsible Finance 

Officer, DD- Direct Debit. 

 

1. E399 Welcome by the Chairman: 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.32 pm and welcomed everyone. Cllr Sturzaker 
thanked the two Police Officers for attending. 

2. E400 Apologies: 
2.a To receive apologies 
Cllrs Clark and Reid 
2.b To approve reasons for absence given by councillors 
Cllr Clark – work commitments and Cllr Reid – prior commitments 

3. E401 Dispensations: to consider requests 

None requested 

Declarations of Interest to receive Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests from Cllrs on items to 

be considered at this meeting. 
None offered 

4. E402 Public Participation Session: for the public to talk to Cllrs about items only on the agenda 

Item 5.b.  
5. E403 5.a For the council to confirm the suspension of the Council’s Standing Orders. 

Cllr Sturzaker explained for 5.b to be implemented the Council’s Standing Ordering would 
need to be suspended.  
Resolved. The council approved for the Standing Orders to be suspended. 
5.b Parishioners/members of the public are each requested to limit their 
questions/comments to 5 minutes to allow an opportunity for everyone wishing to 
speak to do so.  
Cllr Strurzaker informed the members of the public, that to allow everyone the opportunity to 
speak or make comments, any questions or comments need to be limited to 5 minutes per 
person. A report by a resident (who was not able to attend due to work commitments) had 
been circulated at the meeting which gave a historical overview of the problems. 
5.c For the Council to introduce the Police to the PC Meeting to discuss and make 
comments regarding Pony and Trap racing within and near Dishforth Parish. 
Cllr Sturzaker introduced Inspector Holly Nicholls and PC Mike Spittlehouse from North 
Yorkshire Police. 
Cllr Sturzaker informed everyone that the meeting had taken a long time to organise and 
began by showing a 5-minute video that had been sent to the council anonymously of an 
incident on the A168 Dishforth Road going south. The video had been recorded early at 
7.15am and demonstrated pony and trap racing on the road with several cars side by side 
taking up the two lanes of the carriageway impeding the oncoming vehicles who were having 
to either slow down or swerve out of the way to avoid a collision. Furthermore, groups of 
people were gathered on the bridge to watch the racing over the A168. 
Cllr Sturzaker explained the concerns in the village: 
The racing happens on average 2-3 times per month. Several residents are terrified with 
several residents having to drive off the road when they are caught in the situation to feel safe. 
There have been constant calls to the police, however, the police were not always able to 
despatch an officer(s) to the area. Cllr Sturzaker explained that many of the residents believe 
that if the situation is not managed they could by several accidents and even fatalities. 
Inspector Nicholls was introduced by Cllr Sturzaker. 
Inspector Nicholls thanked the council for organising the meeting and arranging for the video 
to be shown.  
Inspector Nicholls provided the following information: 
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She had worked with the travelling community in other police forces and explained that while 
she understands the frustrations and concerns of the residents she has to balance that with 
the rights of the travelling community. However, the police want to work with all parties to 
resolve the problems. 
Inspector Nicholls commented that North Yorkshire was a challenging county, however, she 
was accountable to the electorate and understood the responsibilities she had to the public. 
The inspector stated that the police would be using a dedicated master log number to gather 
evidence and data when calls were made to the police and advised everyone to call the police 
when incidents were happening (999) or when the racers were gathering (101). The more calls 
they receive the more data they have. Furthermore, a Problem-Solving Plan (PSP) has been 
approved by senior police officers to support managing the situation. Inspector Nicholls 
informed everyone that the problems were not a quick fix.  
PC Spittlehouse was introduced. 
PC Spittlehouse explained that he was responsible for producing the PSP and at the moment 
it was in draft form. 
The aim was to reduce and stop intimidating and dangerous driving while balancing that with 
the cultures of the travelling community. Inspector Nicholls added that dangerous driving 
under the Road Traffic Regulation Act is defined as a ‘motorised vehicle’ and would not 
include ponty and trap racing. The pony and trap racing falls under legislation from 1847. Also, 
the police did not want to stop pony and trap racing on the road legally.  
The PSP objectives are: 
The traveller community to respect the law 
Long-term change in the behaviour of some travellers as needed  
The plan would be measured and aims to be achievable. At the end of the plan (which was for 
2 years), the incidents and issues with the racing should be reduced. 
From data received PC Spittlehouse stated the majority of incidents happened at the 
weekends during the winter months early in the morning so that the horses could be trained to 
sell at the Appleby Horse Fair. 
Several residents informed the police that the racing often happens throughout the year and 
the racing and often starts between 7.00am and 8.00am. 
A resident asked if the police were aware of animal cruelty towards the horses. Inspector 
Nicholls informed the resident that she knew that out of 102 horses, 1 horse had been seized 
under the Animal Welfare Act. 
To help aid the police with the objectives PC Spittlehouse confirmed: 
The Police were organising a PCSO to patrol the A168 at key times to try to dissuade the 
racers from forming or to act as an early warning system for the police during the winter 
months. The PCSO will be wearing a body camera to collect evidence. 
The Anti-Social Behaviour Crime and Police Act 2014 gives the police the power to take a 1-2-
3 approach with not only the potential racers but also with the spectators that attend with 
them. 
1. First incident – Advice letter given to the individual racers or individual spectators which is 
recorded on the police databases.   
2. Second Incident - Community Protection warning letter given to the individuals who have 
offended again which is recorded on the police databases 
3. 3rd Incident – Community Protection Notice issued advice letter given to the individuals who 
have offended again which is recorded on the police databases. 
PC Spittlehouse explained that the benefits of using this approach are placing restrictions on 
repeat offenders and reducing issues elsewhere as well. It doesn’t just simply move the 
problem along and the police do not need to evidence that they were the persons 
riding/observing/using the traps, the police just to evidence they were involved in the racing at 
the time and they have been previously warned. This makes it easier to process to the courts. 
Inspector Nicholls added that the master log and the letters provide the police with the extra 
data that they need as well as a PCSO patrolling at certain times who can gather information 
in real-time. Also if the council wanted ‘Operation Pony’ can be allocated to the master log so 
that when the public ring in the data can be matched. The council agreed to the suggestion. 
A resident informed the police that groups often meet on the side road of Topcliffe Road 
heading to Rainton. PC Spittlehouse acknowledged that this information will be used. 
Inspector Nicholls asked everyone to phone in – 999 emergency or 101 non-emergency, for 
example, the group is gathering. Everyone should phone or report incidents online. 
Cllr Sturzaker explained that the weekend before the meeting there had been several 
incidents However, Inspector Nicholls informed everyone that no one had reported them to the 
police. 
A resident informed the police that she often goes to Rainton, however, feels intimated by the 
groups when they are there and often they are meeting on Topcliffe Road. 
A resident informed the police that she often rides her horse to Rainton at the weekends and 
has felt terrified when she comes across the groups meeting up.  
A resident informed the police that they were scared to report the incidents, especially in real 
time. Inspector Nicholls suggested reporting it afterwards via phone or online. 
A resident asked whether the police were able to use powers S59 to check insurance details. 
Inspector Nicholls that it was an option. 
 
                                                                                                                                     



Page 3 of 3 
                                                                                                                                       Sheet 86      
A resident asked whether motorway cameras could be relocated to capture any incidents on 
the A168. Inspector Nicholls stated that was not an option.  
A resident stated that the travelling community knew how to work the system. 
Inspector Nicholls replied that it was not the whole traveller community and she had a 
responsibility to everyone. Also, several teams work with the police to help gather information 
such as social media teams to try to gather evidence of meets and activities. 
Cllr Sturzaker suggested a break 8.35pm. The meeting resumed at 8.55pm. 
A resident asked the police whether the call handlers would be able to allocate calls to the 
master log. Inspector Nicholls replied that when the master log number and Operation Pony 
were active she would provide them to the council and for everyone to use them together 
when reporting incidents. 
A resident explained that at times when she is driving to work she feels intimidated by the 
actions of some of the groups. 
A resident stated that he was sceptical about what the police would achieve.  
PC Spittlehouse explained that intervention, education, learning and cooperation were needed 
by both communities and should the council wish to meet members of the travelling 
community this could be looked into. A resident asked how that would work. Inspector Nicholls 
explained that key individuals from the traveller community should be invited.  
Inspector Nicholls explained that the police have a huge toolkit such as closing roads, liaising 
with other agencies and working with specialist teams, however, the PSP will identify which 
tools are needed. 
Several residents commented that the police had been called over the years and even a letter 
was sent to the Chief Constable but the incidents still keep happening. 
Inspector Nicholls asked for a line to be drawn as the police could not do anything about that 
and asked everyone to report incidents as they happened or to report them after. The more 
incidents that are reported the more data the police have and are more accountable to the 
public. 
A resident commented that she felt like a prisoner at times as she was unable to go about her 
daily jobs when the groups were in the area as there was only one way in and out of the 
village. 
PC Spittlehouse explained that he was very satisfied with what is in place and there will be a 
monthly meeting with senior police officers to discuss its effectiveness. 
Inspector Nicholls informed everyone that the master log number would be provided along 
with the presentation from PC Spittlehouse and that the police would like to attend another PC 
meeting perhaps in November. 
Cllr Sturzaker reminded everyone to phone or report online every incident and please do not 
think someone else has done it. Cllr Sturzaker thanked the police for attending. 

6. E404 Meeting Dates: 
6.a  Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – 28th of May @7.30pm in the Village Hall 
6.b Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council – 28th of May @8.00pm in the Village Hall 
Councillor Sturzaker confirmed the next PC meeting dates. 

 
 
With no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.38pm and thanked everyone 
for attending. 
 
 
Signed: Cllr Anne Sturzaker 
 
 
Dated: 28/05/2024 
 
 
The Parish Council approved the minutes at the PC meeting held on the 28th of May 2024. 

 


