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Draft Minutes are subject to approval at the next council meeting 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of Dishforth Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th December 2024 at 

7.06pm in the Village Hall, Dishforth 

 

Councillors Present:   Simon Watson, Alison Dods, Sue Reid 
Absent Councillors: Gillian Anderson and Andy Clark 
Officer:   Safia Kauser [Parish Clerk/RFO + minute taker] 
Other Attendees:  14 members of the public 

 
Commenced: 7.06pm – Concluded: 8:50pm 
 

E4169 CHAIRMANS OPENING REMARKS 
 
The Chair requested to change the order on the agenda. Members agreed to this request. 

 

E4170 APOLOGIES  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the apologies and reasons for absence from Gillian Anderson and Andy Clark be 

approved.  
 

E4171 DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS 
 
Councillor Alison Dods declared a pecuniary interest in the payments schedule, grass cutting 
contractor and Councillor Simon Watson declared an interest where his father had raised 
matters on the agenda item 17; Dishforth Bowls Club. 
 

E4172 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
A public participation session was convened, and the following representations were made. 

• MOP 1 – Spoke on item 17 ‘Dishforth Indoor Carpet Bowls’. A detailed request letter had 
been submitted to the Parish Councillors raising issues with the floor of the village hall. It 
was commented that although the floor looked perfect, in its current state, the floor was 
not fit for purpose to play Bowls on, let alone play match league games. The Bowls Club 
had hosted the finals last year and it was embarrassing. The request was for the Parish 
Council to fund costs for the floor to be re-sanded and levelled. Approximate costs for this 
work were £2,000 to £3,000. The facility would be improved for all users.  
 

• MOP 2 – Spoke on item 12 S106 Tennis Court Refurbishment Tender. The Chair 
requested the MOP to make representations under this agenda item. 
 

• MOP 3 – Commented on the street lights not working stating that one light despite being 
reported in 2023 had not been actioned.  

 

E4173 REPORT FROM UNITARY AUTHORITY COUNCILLOR 
 
The Clerk reported that no apologies or reports were received.  
 

E4174 MINUTES  
 
Members considered the draft minutes of the last meeting. The Chair raised an amendment 
that the minutes did not confirm that the order of business was changed.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the draft minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 18th November 2024 

be approved as a true record to be signed by the Chair subject to the amendment ‘The 
Chair changed the order of business’ to be added to the minutes. 



Dishforth Parish Council                                                                                      Minutes: 10th December 2024 

 

 

Signed [Chair] ………………………………………..                Date……………….…...……….      Page 2 of 6 

E4175 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the Press and Public be excluded in accordance with the Public Bodies Admissions 

to Meetings Act 1960 for agenda item 18 ‘Employment Matters’ due to confidential staffing 
matters.  
 

E4176 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANNING MATTERS 
 
Members considered the following planning applications for comment. 

 
Date  Planning Ref No  Site Location  Brief Description of 

Proposal  
Date 
Comments 
Due 

13.11.24 6.26.43.H.TPO 
ZC24/03839/TPO 

The Haven 
Dishforth Thirsk 
North Yorkshire 
YO7 3LP 
 
 

Felling of 1no Sycamore 
tree (T2) under 
Provisional Tree 
Preservation Order 
R72/2022. 

07.12.24 

02.12.24 6.26.43.H.TPO 
ZC24/03839/TPO 

11 Thornfield 
Avenue 
Dishforth Thirsk 
North Yorkshire 
YO7 3LX 

Erection of two storey and 
single storey rear 
extension and raising of 
garage roof. (Revised 
Scheme) 
 

26.12.24 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the Parish Council has no objections to planning application 6.26.43.H.TPO 

ZC24/03839/TPO as there is a TPO in place. 
 

2) That the Parish Council has no objections to Planning Application 6.26.43.H.TPO 
ZC24/03839/TPO.  

 

E4177 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 
Members considered a 30mph sign/national speed limit sign at the entrance to the village. It 
was stated that this topic had been considered and ongoing for some time. NYC would need to 
contact the police for comment and if the police declined, then it would be likely that this project 
may not proceed.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That Cllr Simon Watson contacts the Highways department and to follow up this request.  

 

E4178 DISHFORTH CEMETERY MAINTENANCE AND ADMINISTRATION  
 
The Chair reported that all outstanding cemetery applications had been processed. North 
Yorkshire Council had been requested to undertake the topple testing but no update was 
received to date. Members considered the request to place a memorial at a grave from 1947. 
There had been some difficulty in locating the grave which had been found but the location was 
not ideal. Members agreed to give permission to the family who intended to have this placed 
before Christmas. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the permission be granted for the application to erect a memorial headstone.  
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E4179 PLAYING FIELD AND SPORTS PAVILION MAINTENANCE MATTERS 
 

ITEM A – MOLE ISSUES 
 
It was reported that no new traps had been placed. Members had identified fresh mole hills in 
the play area. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the Clerk contacts Pest Control and requests that they come out again and place 

traps in the play area. 
 

ITEM B - PAVILLION MATTERS 
 
It was reported that there were issues with the heaters not working. It was unclear if this was an 
electric or supplier issue or if it related to a fuse.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
2) That the Chair is authorised to contact the electrician Matthew Box and request the 

contractor to resolve the issues with the heaters (if possible).  
 

E4180 S106 PROJECTS – TENNIS COURTS REFURBISHMENT TENDER  
 
This item was considered during the earlier part of the meeting (change of order of business).  
It was reported that six quotations had been obtained. Two quotes had been discounted, and 
one quotation was relating to the fencing only. From the three remaining quotes; quotation 4 
had complied with the tender requirements and had requested a lead time of 8-10 weeks. The 
contractor could not be notified of the outcome until the funds were in place.  
 
The Chair informed members of the monies available from the commuted sums allocation from 
North Yorkshire Council. The total contract value was £59,620. There was a shortfall of £3,788. 
Dishfest had suggested they could contribute £2,000 with the Parish Council making up the 
difference. Following a discussion by members it was resolved to match fund the shortfall with 
Dishfest.  A representative from Dishfest commented that by the match funding, the Dishfest 
committee would be able to show evidence of community sustainability. The name of the 
contractor was disclosed as Pavescape. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the tender from Pavescape be accepted to the value of £59,620, subject to  

confirmation from North Yorkshire Council. The Clerk and Chairman to sign the tender 
acceptance form. The Clerk to issue a letter to Pavescape setting out the payment terms 
to be agreed by North Yorkshire Council (subject to confirmation from NYC). 
 

2) That the Parish Council and Dishfest contribute £1,891.41 each for the Tennis courts 
project that is to be funded by the S106 Commuted Sums allocation. The total contract 
value be noted as £59,620.+ VAT 
 

3) That Councillor Simon Watson be appointed to oversee the contract work being carried 
out by Pavescape.  

 

E4181 S106 PROJECTS – DUCK LANE AND CEMETERY 
The S106 projects for the Duck Lane and Cemetery were considered. It was agreed that this 
work must be carried out before Spring, the bird nesting season. It was noted that North 
Yorkshire Council had allowed for a trim trail and seating area to be part of the project. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That Councillors Dods and Watson carry out a site visit and that three quotations be 

obtained for the tree works.  
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E4182 UNITY TRUST BANK 
 
The Clerk reported that all paperwork was submitted to Unity Trust however they had 
requested a clearer copy of the ID for Andy Clark. Once received, the bank account would be 
opened. 
 

E4183 FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

ITEM A – PAYMENTS SCHEDULE  
 
Members considered the payments schedule. The Clerk tabled an additional invoice relating to 
the HMRC Q3 payment. 
 

Payee Description Net VAT Total Budget 

Viking Direct 
x2 Packs multi-colour 
ink cartridges + x1 
ream of paper 

£53.58 £10.72 £64.30 Admin + Stationary 

Greenbarnes 
Ltd 

Noticeboard for 
Cemetery 

£646.49 £129.29 £775.78 
Cemetery 

Maint/Repairs/Renewals 

First Rescue 
Training + 
Supplies 

Defib pads 
replacement. 
Reimbursement to 
Cllr Sue Reid 

£144.33 £28.87 £173.20 Defib Equipment 

Angus Dods 

Grass cutting 
November 2024 - 
£159.09 Cemetery; 
£440 Village 

£599.09 £119.82 £718.91 Grass Cutting 

*Parish Clerk 

Redacted - 
December salary + 
HW allowance + 
mileage expenses 

   
Clerks Salary, Travel + 

HW Allowance 

Redacted 
Back-pay for 
previous Clerk 

   Clerks Salary 

HMRC 
Q3: PAYE Ending 05 
Jan’25 

£257.80 £0.00 £257.00 HMRC PAYE 

 
Microsoft and McAfee subscription's and monies owed to a MOP 
The Chair explained that a Microsoft subscription linked to previous member connected with 
the Council had not been cancelled which had incurred costs in the region of £230.00.       The 
re-occurring subscription had continued but was now stopped. The McAfee security had 
expired.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the payments schedule (as detailed above) be authorised for payment. 

 
2) That the council authorises the payment of £239.97 for the Microsoft subscription.  

 
ITEM B - BUDGET 2025/2026 
 
The draft budget prepared by the RFO was considered by members. This showed an increase 
to the precept. Members went through each budget line and made further adjustments with the 
precept being calculated at £17,132.96 representing a small precept increase equivalent to 
£4.79 for a Band D household. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
3) That the RFO updates the budget spreadsheet and circulates the updated budget to 

members and that the precept amount be formally agreed at the January council meeting. 
 
 



Dishforth Parish Council                                                                                      Minutes: 10th December 2024 

 

 

Signed [Chair] ………………………………………..                Date……………….…...……….      Page 5 of 6 

ITEM C – INTERNAL AUDIT  
 
The Clerk reported that there was a shortage of internal auditors. Cllr Reid offered to forward 
details of potential auditors to request a quotation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the Clerk obtains quotations for an internal auditor. Cllr Sue Reid to send the Clerk 

details of any potential auditors to be considered.  
 

E4184 WEBSITE REGISTRATION OF A .GOV DOMAIN 
 
A lengthy discussion took place on the different options available to the council for the 
development of a new council website and associated .gov mailboxes and the benefits of a 
Microsoft Outlook mailbox/license. Cllr Reid suggested inviting a company Parish Online whom 
Cllr Reid had worked with and to save costs on the .gov emails and website which could be 
set-up with the same company who had offered an alternative to Microsoft email which was 
ZOHO emails. The Clerk advised that a procurement exercise should be carried out for the 
website development and mailboxes and to be fair to all contractors, time should be taken to 
review all options available to the council and that the option suggested by Cllr Reid may not 
necessarily work for the Council and other contractors should be considered. The Clerk 
informed members that the council should firstly determine if it wished to proceed with 
Microsoft mailbox/licenses, once this was determined then quotes could be obtained and the 
website build be considered. It was suggested that no further actions be taken on the 
mailboxes until the Vice-Chair was present as he was familiar with IT matters. 
 
The Clerk reported that the company appointed at the previous meeting to register the new 
.gov domain had requested confirmation on the domain name. The grant funding had been 
applied. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the new domain be agreed as www.dishforth-pc.gov.uk. Clerk to inform the contractor. 

 

E4185 PARISH CLERK CORRESPONDENCE REPORT 
 
Members considered the Clerks correspondence report.  
 
Dishforth Indoor Carpets Bowls 
Members considered the letter and photos that had been circulated with the agenda pack and 
the representations made during the meeting. It was noted that any works for the floor would 
need to be carried out between March and September when the Bowls Club were not playing. 
 
Urban Grass Cutting 25/26 Dishforth 
Members considered the letter from North Yorkshire Council. As with previous years  North 
Yorkshire Council was offering a payment to Town and Parish Councils to undertake urban 
grass cutting on their behalf. This was for identified visibility locations within the parish. The 
areas of grass to be cut within the Parish were outlined in blue on the online grass cutting map 
which could be found on the North Yorkshire Council website www.northyorks.gov.uk/verges. 
For 2025/26 payments would be made in a similar way to this year and a purchase order would 
be sent in summer 2025, to enable the council to invoice North Yorkshire Council. The rate to 
be paid to cut urban highway grass in visibility areas would be 8p per m2 for the 2025/26 
financial year. The County Council would continue to fund five cuts per year. Based on the rate 
of 8p per m2, the available funding for grass cutting of urban highway visibility splays to 
Dishforth parish would be £167.04. 
 
The Meadows 
This request was considered for signage near the top of Topcliffe Road. It was commented that 
this area was under the management of another company and in the past the Parish Council 
had considered this request which had subsequently been refused by Highways. It was agreed 
that the Chairman would carry out a joint site visit. 

http://www.dishforth-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/verges
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RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the Parish Clerk correspondence report be received and noted. 

 
2) That the Parish Council agrees in principle to support the request from the Bowls Club and 

that this matter be referred to the Trustees of the Village Hall who are due to meet on the 
7th of January 2025. 

 
3) That the Council receives and accepts the urban grass cutting funding of £167.04 payable 

to Dishforth Parish Council. Clerk to notify NYC that Dishforth PC will continue with the 
urban grass cutting on their behalf.  

 
4) That the Chairman carries out a joint site visit with ‘the Meadows’ to consider their request. 

 

E4186 EMPLOYMENT MATTERS 
 
Members considered an ongoing confidential matter and an update was provided by the Chair. 
No further action had been reported on the ongoing matter.  

 

E4187 ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AT A FUTURE MEETING  
 
No new items were raised for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting.  
 

E4188 DATES OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the dates of the meetings had been previously agreed. However a date for the 
Annual Parish Meeting was not set. It was agreed to confirm this date at the next meeting. 
 
There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8.50pm.  

 

 
These draft minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair at the meeting 

held on: ………………………………………………… 

*The copy signed by the Chair to include alterations [if any], recorded in long-hand of the changes agreed by the 
meeting, with the changes signed and dated. Loose leaf pages to be initialled.  

 


