Dishforth Parish Council

Chairman: Cllr Anne Sturzaker

Parish Clerk: Jill Davis
e-mail: parishclerk@dishforthpc.org.uk

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting.
Held on the 17 of April 2024 in the Village
Hall.

Meeting Commenced: 7.30pm
Meeting Closed: 8.10pm
In attendance: 16

Welcome by the Chairman of the Parish Council:

The Chairman Anne Sturzaker opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.

The Chairman reminded everyone that only parishioners on the elected register can ask
questions

The Chairman delivered the following report:

Another difficult year:

“Sadly 2 of our councillors, one serving - Clir Williams and one recently resigned - Mrs
West, passed away and in January a further councillor was disqualified due to non-
attendance. This has resulted in a number of inquorate parish council meetings which
have resulted in a lot of Extraordinary meetings.

Much of the Parish Council business has involved legacy issues such as the S106
Commuted Sums monies, issues at the Playing Fields and Pavilion which the Parish
Council is helping out with, including break ins and other issues that arose before the
current Parish Council was formed.

We applied to increase the size of the Parish Council and were part way through the
process but that has now been halted since we are fully quorate with 3 new councillors
— Clirs Clark, Dods and Watson. Clirs Clark, Dods and Watson were introduced to the
parish.

The other reason that the process has been halted is because NYC would have
charged us over £3k for the cost of electing 2 or 3 more councillors.

There were some delays with getting the Grass Cutting Tender out. However, only
one contractor tendered for the work and his tender was unaffordable so the tender



has been amended and has gone out again with a decision being made on the tenders
on the 25" of April.

So what’s the good news?

Speed camera installed thanks to Clir Brown NYC - it has to be rotated
Grant to get a new defibrillator at the Pavilion

Grant from ClIr Brown to install blinds at the Pavilion windows
Purchased replacement heaters for the Pavilion

Yorkshire Water applied for wayleave across the playing fields and have paid us £3350
in return. We know it was a dreadful mess but because it was a utility they had the
right to do the work

Again Yorkshire Water — The Parish Council have no powers to force Yorkshire Water
to carry out any work. However, there has been raw sewage flooding homes and the
pavement on Main Street since at least 2016. One resident has never moved back
into her front room because of repeated flooding. However, the residents, Clir Brown
NYC and the Parish Council joined forces to provide the evidence, suggest solutions
and chivvy along the work. This has worked - 2 relays (sewer bypasses) and a
massive investment in the pumping station on Topcliffe Road will make that flooding a
thing of the past. | also believe that the issues of inconsistent compensation for water
outages have been resolved too

The mower for the cricket square is back after repairs and thanks are due to the
residents who cut the square whilst it was in the workshop.

Last but not least — we have finally made progress with North Yorkshire Council in
respect of S106/Commuted sums. We were unable to spend any of the £375 K (£233
Strata and £142 Meadows) because once one of those pots of money had been
broken into it could not be moved. Having done this we can now plan to spend it.
They have agreed in principle to £140k of the monies allocated to Dishforth Village

Hall can be used at the Pavilion to create a second Village Hall. This will still leave
£85K allocated to the Village Hall. There is a great deal of energy efficiency funding
available to charities and the Trustees of the Village Hall will be able to use some of the
£85K as match funding to leverage in more money.”

Apologies Received:
Mr Julian Smith MP

To agree on the minutes of the Annual Parish/ Village Meeting held on
the 02N° Of May 2023:

It was resolved to adopt the minutes as a true record of the meeting held.

Reports:
Chairman of the Parish Council: report delivered



County Councillor Nick Brown’s report: Not in attendance and no report received.

The Knit, Stitch & Natter Group:

The group meets once per month on a Sunday

Core group of attendees, new members are always welcome

Promote the meetings via social media platforms

This year the group will be making a poppy carpet and Christmas wreath.

Dishfest:

Dishfest Il is full steam ahead

The flyers are have been produced and have been circulated around the parish

There will be a prosecco fast track bar

Marque on the grass

Activity to support the D-Day event

Full catering is being provided by a parishioner and volunteers are still needed.

Tickets can only be purchased at the pub or online. Tickets cannot be purchased on the
day.

Funds for the event will be shared equally between the primary school and the community
group. The community group will use the funds to provide the village with various fitness
activities.

Outdoor Bowls Club:

Fantastic village facility

Most of the members are from outside the village

New members are very much welcome especially from the village

The season starts in April and the bowls club offers open days on several Sundays
throughout the season.

Indoor Bowls Club:

There are 9 members and more members are needed and welcomed

The club runs during the winter months in the Village Hall

Young members are welcome from 10 -11 years with a responsible adult

Parish Clerk:

The Police have confirmed they will be attending a PC meeting on the 14" of May
The website is fully functional and is being updated regulary

The admin that needed to be sorted from previous years has been completed

Three years of VAT has been received totally approximately £4900.00

Three years grant has been reclaimed for the cutting of the cemetery totally £1600.00
The accounts for 2023 -2024 are with the internal auditor

The end-of-year reports are already on the website

The bank reconcilations now take minutes to complete

Budget for 2024 -2025 is in place

Items and Comments raised by the Parish:

Concerns with dog fouling in the parish.

Whether the map concerning locations and future locations of Litter/dog bins was still
needed by the parish council — The Chairman replied that the map was still required.



Placing a notice of no parking beyond this point to the road leading to the playing field -
The Chairman explained that the parish council does not own the land.

The area at the Airfield section of the playing field is overgrown and needs attention.
Why was the tennis court locked — The Chairman explained that the area was not safe
The previous Parish Council Chairman had secured £40,000 that had been allocated to
Marton - le Moor for the playing field area in Dishforth.

A member of the public asked for information about applying to have the S106
agreement amended.

The Chairman thanked the parishioners for raising questions and providing comments
and would be discussing them at the next suitable Parish Council meeting.
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 8.10pm.



