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              7. End–of–Year Accounts 2023 -2024 

 

Dear Councillors, 

Preamble: 

This is the overview for the 2023 -2024 financial accounts. The financial year for councils is from the 1st of April 

through to the 31st of March. 

On an annual basis, the council approves an independent Internal Auditor to complete the required checks. 

The Internal Auditor is at the ‘coal face’ end ensuring that good practices are operating and that the council 

performs its statutory duties within the required legislation. The Internal Auditor checks the financial accounts, bank 

statements, and governance matters (such as the Financial Regulations) and delivers a report to the council. 

The Internal Auditor approved by the council for the 2023-2024 financial year was SALC (Suffolk Association of 

Local Councils) who are well versed in the industry.  

SALC produces a template for councils to work through at the end of the financial year. This template provides 

SALC with the information to complete the audit. Once the audit is completed SALC delivers a report emailed to the 

RFO and the Chairman. 

The financial accounts for 2023-2024 were completed by 08/04/2024 and emailed to SALC a couple of days later. 

At the Annual Parish Meeting on the 17th of April 2024, I informed everyone that the vast majority of documents 

were available on the website for transparency and soon after SALC’s detailed report was received. There is a 

statutory requirement of what documents are uploaded to the website. As an RFO, (and where possible) I upload 

more than the required statutory documents. The council must be completely transparent to the electorate. 

There is a date that the financial accounts must be finalised. 

By the 1ST of July each year, the council MUST approve section 1 and then section 2 of the Annual Governance 

and Accountability Return (AGAR) at a PC Meeting. 

NO later than the 30th of June each year, the council MUST return the required documents to the External Auditor 

PKF Littlejohn. 

 

Accounts 2023 -2024: 

The Budget Payments for the year were £35,820.00. Actual payments were £28,563.08 with the difference being 

£7256.92. One of the reasons for the £7256.92 saving was that £9,000.00 was budgeted for legal services for the 

PF&SA and was not needed in the financial year. 

The Budget receipts for the year were £25,225.00. Actual receipts were £24,587.46 with the difference being 

£637.54. The reason for the £637.54 shortfall was that the annual grant funding from the North Yorkshire Council 

for the grass-cutting at the cemetery had not been received.  

Please see below the reports generated throughout the year and at the end of the year that produce the accounts. 

7.a1 Template that needed completing for SALC to complete the Internal Audit 

7.a2 Excel Workbook 

7.a3 Overview of the financial accounts 



7.a4 End of Year bank reconciliation and end-of-year bank statement 

7.a5 PF&SA financial overview 

7.a6 VAT Reclaim (please note this is for 3 years) 

7.a7 April 2023 – March 2024 Bank Statements 

Furthermore, other reports such as monthly bank reconciliations and bank statements are itemised on agendas and 

circulated to the council. 

Once the internal audit is completed SALC produce the following reports: 

7.b1 SALC’s Audit Report Overview 

7.b2 Annual Audit Internal Report 

Once all the above is completed the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2023-2024 document 

needs to be approved and completed at a PC meeting. 

Once that has been actioned the AGAR is emailed to the external auditor along with other required documents. 

7.c Approval of The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) 

7.d Approval of the Annual Governance Statement (Section 2) 

7.e The RFO and Chair to sign the Section 1 and/or 2 

Once the AGAR has been approved and signed the RFO recommends the commencement date for the setting for 

the Exercise of Public Rights. This year the dates are Monday 3rd of June 2024 through to Friday 12th of July. 

7.f Notice of Public Rights and Publication 

7.g Approval of End of Year Reconciliation (Good practice) 

7.h Approval of Explanation of Variances (Good practice) 

 

Conclusion: 

The overview is detailed as I wanted to ensure that the council had a full understanding of what is required. 

I appreciate that several reports are not needed for approval such as 7.g and 7.h, however, the council is 

accountable for the public funds and needs all the information to base its considerations on. 

The finances and governance processes are in a much better place than in 2021/2022 and the council has worked 

extremely hard to move forward. 

This is my last financial report for Dishforth, and I can say that it has been an absolute honour to serve the 

electorate of the parish. 

 

Kind regards, 

Jill Davis 

Jill Davis 

Parish Clerk to Dishforth Parish Council 

 

  

 

 

 

 


