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Draft Minutes are subject to approval at the next council meeting 

Minutes of a Meeting of Dishforth Parish Council held on Tuesday 11th March 2025 at 7.00pm 

in the Village Hall, Dishforth 

 
Councilors Present:  Simon Watson [Chair], Andy Clarke Gillian Anderson, Alison Dods, Sue Reid 
Absent Councilors: None 
Officer: Safia Kauser [Interim Parish Clerk/RFO + minute taker]  
Other Attendees: 6 members of the public  

Commenced: 7.00pm – Concluded: 9.10pm 
 

E4153 CHAIRMANS OPENING REMARKS 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting.  
 

E4154 APOLOGIES  
 

None received. All Councillors were present.  
 

E4155 DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS 
 
Cllr Dods declared a pecuniary interest in the payments schedule, grass cutting contractor. 
Cllr Watson declared a pecuniary interest in the payments schedule relating to an invoice. 
 

E4156 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 

A public participation session was convened. Two members of the public made comments 
objecting to the planning application reference 6.26.13.H.DVCON ZC25/00509/DVCON at site 
location Dishforth Village Hall Back Lane Dishforth North Yorkshire that was itemised on the agenda 
and had submitted detailed comments to the Parish Clerk requesting support from the Parish Council.  
 

• MOP 1: It was commented that the applicant had made an effort in the past to reduce the height 
which had been passed on appeal and that the planning application should be considered carefully 
to ensure that the applicant does not go back to his previous application. Issues were raised with 
the site which was looking like a tip, building yard and salvage yard. The site was an eyesore and 
North Yorkshire Planning have discretionary powers to take appropriate action.  
 

• MOP 2: The Co-Owner of Haven commented that the planning application would be detrimental to 
the amenity of the village and it was requested that the Parish Council reviews its impact. Further 
comments were expressed stating that it was overbearing on her property/boundary line, the plans 
were out of scale, and that there would be loss of privacy/overshadowing.  

 

E4157 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1) That the draft minutes of the Council meeting held on the 11th February 2025 be approved as 
a true record to be signed by the Chair subject to the amendment that the next meeting date 
should state 11th March not 10th March.   

 
E4158 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANNING MATTERS  
 

Date  Planning Ref No  Site Location  Description of Proposal  Comments Due 

25.02.25 6.26.13.H.DVCO
N 
ZC25/00509/DV
CON 

Dishforth Village Hall 
Back Lane Dishforth 
North Yorkshire 

Section 73 application for the 
variation of condition 2 
(approved plans) of planning 
application 22/04620/FUL 
(Erection of two dwellings) as 
allowed by appeal 
APP/E2734/W/23/3320932 

21 March 2025 
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Members considered the planning application and the comments raised by the public.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1) That the Parish Council objects to the Planning Application (option b) due to the site not 
being maintained properly and posing a health and safety risk and that the Parish Council 
supports all the reasons for objections raised by the two parishioners. Clerk to draft the 
response on behalf of the Parish Council and submit to NYC.  

1. E4159 VILLAGE MATTERS 
 
No Cold Calling Zone 
 
This item was raised by Cllr Dods who reported that she had called Trading Standards at North 
Yorkshire Council to request a cold calling zone in Dishforth and had been informed that it could 
not include the whole village. However it could include some streets, typically 80-100 houses and 
that the vulnerable had to be prioritised. An application would need to be submitted and residents 
consulted. Currently, charities were not included in the cold calling zone. 
 
30MPH Speed Sign 
 
Cllr Dods reported that location of the sign was due to be moved by May and the costs incurred 
by North Yorkshire Council would be charged back to Strata. 
 
Street Lamps Update 
 
Street lamp number three had been fixed after three years and number one remained 
outstanding. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1) That an application be submitted to North Yorkshire Council requesting a cold calling zone 
and that it be noted North Yorkshire Council will pay for the letters to residents but costs could 
be recharged to the Parish Council. Cllrs Dods and Gillian to action.  

 

2. E4160 DISHFORTH CEMETERY MAINTENANCE AND ADMINISTRATION  
 

ITEM A – CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION 
 
Headstone Topple Testing 
 
The Chairman reported that he had carried out the headstone topple testing following guidance 
provided by North Yorkshire Council officers. The results had been sent back to North Yorkshire 
Council. Action had been taken on two headstones that were deemed to be unsafe and one 
headstone had been laid flat. A letter had been sent to the resident.  
 
Cemetery Map 
 
The Chairman had prepared a map of the Cemetery. The chair to supply a copy of the plan to 
DPC Cemetery Officer  in due course. 
 
Cemetery Fees 
 
A discussion was held on the cemetery fees. Cllr Reid reported that on the 23rd May 2022 the 
working party carried out a comparison of the fees however the new rates were not formally 
agreed by the Parish Council as the item was not progressed at the time. It was suggested that 
this data be reviewed alongside a further comparison of rates to be carried out by Cllrs Anderson 
and Watson. It was commented that any comparison should be like for like ie villages and not 
Towns like Scarborough or Harrogate.  
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Noticeboard 
 
Members agreed that subject to weather conditions, this would be erected as soon as possible. 
 
Grass Cutting Fees 
 
The Chairman reported that North Yorkshire Council had contributed £1,521 covering the period 
of 2021-2023 towards the cemetery grass cutting maintenance. The claim for 2024/2025 would 
be submitted once all the invoices had been received.. Members considered the limit for the 
reclaim which used to be £1,500 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1) That the update from the Chairman relating to the headstone topple testing be received and 
noted.  
 

2) That Cllrs Anderson and Watson carry out a review of the cemetery fees with suggestions to 
be brought back to the Parish Council. 

 
3) That the Noticeboard in the cemetery be erected as soon as possible.  

 
ITEM B – CEMETERY RISK MANAGEMENT STATEMENT 
 
This item was deferred from the previous meeting. Members discussed the draft statement 
relating to the headstone topple testing and results as it was not reflective of the current 
procedures. It was agreed to defer this to allow members to further consider the risk 
management statement. 
 
ITEM C – CEMETERY HEALTH AND SAFETY RISK ASSESMENT 
 
This item was considered as part of item B (above) and was deferred.  
 

3. E4161 PLAYING FIELD AND SPORTS PAVILION MAINTENANCE MATTERS 
 

ITEM A – MOLE ISSUES  
 
It was reported that no new moles had been spotted. 

 
ITEM B – PAVILLION MATTERS  
 
Review of Pavillion Hire & Business Rates 
 
The Chairman reported that the paperwork was completed and had been submitted to the 
valuation agency. Members considered hire rates for the Pavillion. The Clerk reminded members 
that the council had previously agreed if they should await the re-activation of the Sports and 
Playing Fields Trust or the creation of a new association prior to agreeing charges and hire forms. 
Following discussion and a review of the gym hirer fees, new rates were suggested. 
 
£15.00 per hour or £10.00 per hour for a block booking 
Terms for the hire of the room to be drafted. These to include one months booking notice in 
advance and a copy of the insurance. Special rates/terms to be agreed with the Personal Trainer. 
 
Youth Club Moving Down To The Pavillion  
 
Cllr Dods informed members that the Youth Club would be moving down after Easter and would 
require use of the Pavillion from 7-8.30pm. The PT had this booked from 6.15-6.45. Therefore the 
Youth Club would require this from 6.30pm to 9.00pm to include half hour set-up/down.  It was 
agreed to inform the PT of these arrangements. 
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Dishfest Closure Notice  
 
Cllr Anderson informed members that the Pavillion and the MUGA would require closure on the 
Friday evening. Members agreed to offer the PT use of the Village Hall instead of the Pavillion on 
the 30th and 31st May and agreed to update the closure notice accordingly. 
 
New Muga Pitch And Play Ground Signs 
 
The Chair reported that the signs were out of date due to the numbers and email advertised. 
Members agreed that the Clerks email address and number should be advertised as the main 
point of contact.  
 
Fees Youth Group And Guides – Reciprocal Help/Activities In Village 
 
It was reported that the Youth Club had never been charged for the hire of the Pavillion and this 
also applied to the Guides. Cllr Watson suggested that in return for this, the Youth Club could 
undertake some projects as their contribution to the village. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the council introduces hire charges as agreed above and that special rates/terms be 

agreed with the Personal Trainer. 
 

2) That the Personal Trainer be informed of the dates the Pavillion is not available for hire to 
accommodate the Youth Club after Easter. 

 
3) That the Dishfest Closure Notice be updated to include the Pavillion and the MUGA. Clerk to 

forward Cllr Watson the electronic copy of the notice for updating. 
 
4) That the design for new signs be drafted and details to be updated to the Clerks email address 

and contact number. 
 
ITEM C – KEYS ISSUED  
 
Cllr Anderson reported that all keys had been issued and signed for as required. One temporary 
key was in use. Members agreed to undertake a review of the village hall keys.  

 

4. E4162 PLAY EQUIPMENT AND LOTTERY FUNDING 
 
Members considered the quotations that had been received. 
 
Quotes Received  
Company 1 – £14,281.18 + VAT 
Company 2 – £8,202.27 + VAT  
Company 3 – £13,495 + VAT 
Company 4 - Creative Play (did not submit a quote) 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1) That the quotation from company 3 Streetscape of £13,495 + VAT be accepted for the 

purchase and installation of play equipment and that the Parish Council applies for funding to 
the Lottery.  

 

5. E4163 S106 PROJECTS – TENNIS COURTS REFURBISHMENT 
 
It was reported that the work had commenced last month and that the fencing had been installed. 
The company would send the invoices in April. Members agreed to look at the disabled access, 
planters/shrubs and the railings once the work had been completed. 
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6. E4164 S106 PROJECTS – DUCK LANE AND CEMETERY 
 
It was reported that the tree work was completed on Duck Lane and there was £28,000 left for 
the cemetery.  Members considered the costs for block paving and it was agreed to defer this 
matter to the next meeting.  
 
The other pots of commuted sums available for Duckhill Lane totalled £50,937 and the deadline 
for spend was 01.07.2030 and 02.08.2031. North Yorkshire Council had agreed for a seating 
area and trim trail. 
 

E4165 LAWN MOWER SALE 
 
Members had received a valuation of the lawn mower and the company had agreed to advertise 
this for sale but had requested a 10% commission. Alternatively the Parish Council could sell this  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1) That the Parish Council accepts option 1 for the sale of the mower and the 10% 
commission to the company. 
 

2) That the Parish Council advertises and sells the mower at the value provided by the 
company. Russels Groundcare at a value of £4000-£4500 +vat 

 

E4166 LEASE WITH THE PARISH COUNCIL AND BOWLS CLUB 
 
No further updates had been received from the Solicitor. The Bowls Club had suggested further 
changes and requested a five or ten year lease.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1) That Cllr Anderson provides changes to the lease for submission to the Solicitor via the Clerk 
and that the Solicitors make contact with Cllr Anderson for any further issues/changes 
requested. 

 

E4167 REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL CONTROLS 
 
Members considered the outcome of the review of the effectiveness of internal control checks that 
were carried out by Cllrs Anderson and Watson. No significant issues had been identified. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1) That the outcome of the review of the effectiveness of internal controls carried out by Cllrs 
Anderson and Watson be received and noted. 

 

E4168 BARCLAYS BANK AND UNITY TRUST BANK SWITCH 
 

ITEM A – BANK ACCOUNT CLOSURE  
 
Members noted that Unity Trust had closed the second bank account on the 19th February 2025. 

 
ITEM B – UPDATE ON SIGNATORIES  
 
The Clerk reported that Unity Trust had rejected the application to add Cllr Gillian Anderson to the 
Unity Trust Bank as a signatory as the signature of Cllr Simon Watson did not match their system. 
Unity Trust had requested that the form be resubmitted.  
 

E4169 FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 
Members considered the payments schedule. The Clerk informed members that the fee for the 
ICO had increased to £52.00. 
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Ref Payee Description Net VAT Total Budget 

Deb Unity Trust 
March Service Charge acc 

ending 637 
£6.00 £0.00 £6.00 

Banking 

Charges 

TFR 
Angus 

Dods 

Grass cutting February 2025 - 

£159.09 Cemetery; £440 

Village 

£599.09 £119.82 £718.91 
Grass 

Cutting 

TFR 
Simon 

Watson  
Stationary various items £163.38 £32.68 £196.06 

Admin & 

Stationary 

TFR 
*Parish 

Clerk 

Redacted - March hours + HW 

allowance + mileage expenses 

+ statutory holiday pay 

   

Clerks 

Salary, 

Travel + 

HW 

Allowance 

      £768.47 £152.50 £920.97   

*To be Paid in accordance with Financial Regulation 6.6 + 7 

Receipts / Income  

Ref Customer Description Net VAT Total Budget 

TFR Popplewell 
Hire fees - Playing field (Gym 

Training) (rec'd 22.02.25) 
£200.00 £0.00 £200.00 Pavillion 

TFR J R Pavillion hire 25.02.25 £60.00 £0.00 £60.00 Pavillion 

    Total Reciepts £260.00 £0.00 £260.00   

 
RESOLVED: 
 

1) That the payments scheduled (as detailed above) be authorised for payment.  
 

E4170 .GOV EMAILS & NEW PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE  
 
The Clerk reported that she had put the company in touch with Tony and the domain provider 
and had provided details of the email addresses. Cllr Clarke reported that he was required to 
send photos of the village and Cllr Watson would arrange some drone shots. 
 

E4171 FACEBOOK PAGE  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1) The Facebook Page previously known as Dishforth Village Created by Cllr Reid on the 
30.01.2017 and then Changed by Cllr Reid to Dishforth Parish Council on the 01.05.2024 is 
at present  run soley by Cllr Reid, Cllr Reid to add all councillors as administrators to this 
page and DPC to adopt this page. 
 

E4172 FUNDING REQUEST FOR CLLR BROWN 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1) That the Council does not proceed with a contribution for admin support as requested by 
North Yorkshire Ward Councillor Brown.  

 

E4173 INSURANCE  
 
Cllr Watson reported that the insurance company had confirmed that the insurance for the Parish 
Council and the Village Hall could not be combined as they were two separate entities.  
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E4174 PARISH CLERK CORRESPONDENCE REPORT 
 
It was commented that the correspondence relating to the Sports Facilities research could be 
completed by individual councillors. 
 
 
RESOLVED:  

1) That the Clerks correspondence report be received and noted. 
 

E4175 COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 
Parish Liaison  
 
Cllr Anderson reported that she had attended the recent meeting of the Parish Liaison with the 
Chairman on 26th February. The discussions surrounded devolution and an area co-ordinator was 
being progressed. Other updates included NYC looking into providing IT support for all parishes; 
monthly newsletter to be issued; and a local plan to be developed within five years. The issue with 
the grit bin at Back Lane was raised and NYC had confirmed that it was not the responsibility of 
Highways and if DPC wanted NYC to fill them, a charge would apply. A copy of the minutes would 
be circulated to members. 
 
Action Sheet for Councillors 
 
Cllr Reid had provided a template and this would be used for two purposes; the first would assist 
with the agenda items and the second purpose would allow a briefing report to be prepared by the 
Cllr and sent to the Clerk to be circulated with the agenda pack. Cllr Reid agreed to share this with 
members. 
 

E4176 ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AT A FUTURE MEETING  
 
No items were raised for discussion at the next meeting.  

E4177 DATES OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
Members noted the dated time and venue of the next council meeting scheduled for 08th April 
2025 and the Annual Parish Meeting scheduled for Tuesday 29th April 2025 at 7.00pm. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm.  

 
These draft minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair at the meeting 

held on: ………………………………………………… 

*The copy signed by the Chair to include alterations [if any], recorded in long-hand of the changes agreed by the meeting, 
with the changes signed and dated. Loose leaf pages to be initialled. 


