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Minutes of Ordinary Meeting  

Held, Tuesday, 13th May, at 7p.m., prompt – Dishforth Village Hall 

 
Present:   
Councillors Anderson, Dods, Reid, and Watson(Chairman)  
   
Clerk/RFO: - Sue Fraser  
 
In Attendance: 
Ten members of public 
 

AM25/01 To receive nominations for and to elect the Chairman of the Parish Council for 
2025/26 

 Councillor Anderson proposed Councillor Watson, seconded by Councillor Dods. 

Resolved: Councillor Watson is appointed Chairman of Dishforth Parish Council for 2025/26 

AM25/02 Elected chairman to sign their Declaration of Office 

 Councillor Watson signed his Declaration of Office, witnessed by the Clerk. 

AM25/03 To receive nomination for and to elect the Vice Chairman of the Parish Council 

 Councillor Watson said that Councillor Clark had put himself forward, however, was unable 
to attend this meeting. Cllr Clark was proposed by Cllr Watson and seconded by Cllr 
Anderson 

Resolved: Cllr Clark is appointed vice chair. 

AM25/04 To receive nominations for representative of the Topcliffe Consolidated Charities 

Resolved: Councillor Dods is nominated as representative of Topcliffe Consolidated Charities for 2-
25/26. 

AM25/05 To receive nominations for representative of the Safer Neighbourhood Group (Police) 
Meetings 

 Councillor Watson is nominated the representative of the Safer Neighbourhood Group for 
2025/26 

AM2506 To agree that all regular and contracted payments for 2025/26 are authorised for 
payment as they become due, and processed automatically by the RFO.  

Resolved: Members unanimously agreed that all salary and contracted payments as detailed in the 
2025/26 budget allocations are agreed for payment. 

AM25/07 To receive nominations for the Cemetery Officer 

Resolved: Councillor Watson is nominated the Cemetery Officer for 2025/26, and all paperwork will be 
passed on to Councillor Watson by Councillor Reid. 

AM25/08 Chairmans opening remarks. 

 The Chairman welcomed the clerk, Sue Fraser, and all member of the public. 

AM25/09 To receive apologies for absence  

Resolved: Apologies are received from Councillor Clark 

AM25/10 To receive disclosure of pecuniary interests (not previously declared) appertaining to 
items on the agenda and to consider any written dispensations. 

Resolved: Councillor Dods declared a pecuniary interest regarding the grass-cutting contract. 

AM25/11 To adjourn for public participation 

 Questions were invited by the chairman regarding any item on the agenda. 

 No questions received. 

AM25/12 To receive the minutes of the Extra-Ordinary meeting held Saturday, 12th April 2025 

 Minutes 25/26 001 to 25/26 007.  There is also an amendment to the May minutes  – 
whereby Councillor Dods declared a pecuniary interest relating to the grass cutting contract, 
that had not been recorded. 

Resolved Minutes 25/26 001 – 25/26 007 are adopted, signed, and acted upon, and include an 
amendment to minute 25/26 003 to reflect that Councillor Dods declared a pecuniary 
interest relating to the grass cutting contract. 

AM25/13 To receive notice of planning consultations from North Yorkshire Council and agree 
recommendations of the parish council 

Resolved: None to receive. 
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AM25/14 To receive notifications of planning related decisions. 

 None to receive 

AM25/15 To receive a presentation from the Dishforth Community Association (DCA) 

 A member of the Association gave a presentation to members indicating how they see the 
future and responsibilities of the of the Association.  Members were informed they had 
spoken with a local solicitor who was happy to work on their behalf and guide them through 
the transition to be becoming a registered charitable organisation with a remit to manage the 
playing fields and athletic facilities within the village.  Currently the facilities fall within the 
parish council who own the land and manage the ring-fenced monies.  The long-term 
proposal is that the parish council lease the land and/or assets to the DCA along with the 
ringfenced monies once charitable status has been granted.  In the meantime, a committee 
reporting to the parish council will be set up to manage the facilities in the interim. 

Resolved: Proposal noted by all members  

AM25//16 To consider appointing a Community Committee to manage the playing fields and 
associated athletic facilities.   

Resolved: Members agreed in principle to the setting up of a Community Committee 

AM25/17 To consider the Terms of Reference (TOR) for the Community Committee. 
Two drafts of a TOR had been submitted for consideration, one from the DCA and the other 
drafted by Councillor Reid.   

Resolved: Members agreed this item should be moved into private session, to consider more fully 
before agreement could be fully considered by the parish council – see minute number 
AM25/32. 

AM25/18 To agree action and consider releasing a proportion of the ring-fenced funds to the 
Community Committee for repairs that were currently outstanding. 

Resolved: A sum of £3000 granted for necessary works to be undertaken, invoices to be addressed to 
Dishforth Parish Council. 

AM25/19 To agree action re ongoing issues and or matters relating to ‘No cold calling zone’. 

Resolved: Following discussion Councillor Dods informed members, she would complete the 
necessary paperwork, which related to Front Street and Back Street properties. 

AM25/20 To agree action regarding a Defibrillator registration query. 

 Councillor Reid informed members that the defibrillator is now registered on ‘The Circuit’.  
The clerk asked if the parish council had a ‘guardian group’ to manage the maintain the 
defibrillator, which is the normal procedure.  Councillor Reid said no, she was the sole 
person.  The clerk advised members that this is something the parish council should 
consider, as is an onerous task for one person.  

Resolved:  Noted by members 

AM25/21 To agree action relating to Cemetery maintenance and administration thereof. 

AM25.21.1 Risk Management Statement & Health and Safety assessment. 
Members discussed recent ‘stone toppling’ carried out by Cllr Watson 
Discussion also ensued about a complaint re the removal of hedging and memorial trees 
which had overgrown the site and become unmanageable.  

Resolved: i) ‘Topple testing’ – Has been undertaken by Cllr Watson 
ii) Remove glass  
iii) Councillor Anderson will amend and send a copy to the Clerk. 
iv) Councillor Watson to respond re the removal of bushes etc and forward to members  

AM25.21.2 Review of Cemetery fees 

Resolved: i) Members unanimously agreed that fees for plots will be doubled with effect from 1st 
June 2025. 

ii) Councillor Anderson will amend the schedule of charges and send a copy to the 
Clerk. 

AM25.21.3 Disposal of the old noticeboards 

Resolved: Members agreed these should be removed to Cllr Reids home address  and refurbished for 
use at the MUGA, the pavilion  

AM25/22 To consider matters relating the maintenance of the playing field and sports pavilion 

AM25.22.1 Review of the hire rates 

Resolved For the new committee to arrange 
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AM25.22.2 Updated signage -  

Resolved: Signage to be altered for the time being with a notice to contact Councillor Dods if any 
issues  

AM25.22.3 Invoices issued to hirers 

 Councillor Anderson informed members that she had only had four hirers, and all invoices 
had been paid in full. 

AM25/23 To review the decision made at the last meeting and to resolve any further actions on 
the playground equipment upgrades and the grant application to the lottery funding 

Resolved The park is still open - Cllr Watson is to apply for quotations for repairs and improvements 
and then apply for lottery funding 

AM25/24 To agree action and receive update re S106 projects. 

AM25.24.1 MUGA refurbishment works. 
The chairman informed members that one invoice has been paid.  The MUGA will be 
painted and completed by the end of next week. 

Resolved: Noted by members 

AM25.24.2 Allocation of raised beds at front of the MUGA pitch for Community use. 

 The chairman informed members the Youth Club had requested they plant and maintain the 
raised beds. 

Resolved: Unanimously agreed the Youth Club will plant and maintain the raised beds at the front of 
the MUGA. 

AM25.24.3 Disposal of old fencing  

 This was not discussed. 

AM25.24.4 To receive and note the information from North Yorkshire Council re s106 projects. 

Resolved Report previously circulated to members. 

AM25/25 To receive an update and progress of sale re the lawn mower. 

 The chairman informed members the lawn mower has been sold. 

Resolved: Noted by members  

AM25/26 To receive am update re the lease agreement for the bowls club and agree action. 

Resolved: i) The lease has been drafted and agreed in principle but requires an amendment as 
the property description refers to both land and buildings, instead of just ‘the 
land’ and not the buildings. 

ii) Councillor Anderson will amend and then forward on to the clerk and members. 

AM25/27 To receive and agree the schedule of payments due for action: 

Payee Description Net VAT Total Budget 

Angus Dods 
Grass cutting – April 2025 
 

£599.09 £119.82 £718.91 Grass Cutting 

Street Scape 
Quarterly operational 
inspection of Playground 

150.00 £30.00 £180.00 Playing Fields 

Parish Online 
Website Service – annual 
fee.  April 25 – Mar 26 

£315.00 £63.00 £378.00 IT 

EON Pavilion Electricity £173.99 0 £173.99 Pavilion 

Pavescape Ltd 
MUGA Refurbishment - 55% 
on completion 

£32,791.00 £6,558.20 £39,349.20 S106 Funding 

YLCA 
Councils acting as a ‘sole 
trustee of a charity’ – invoice 
4034  - Cllr. Reid 

£27.40 £0.00 £27.40 Training 

Fletcher Pest 
Control 

Mole control – January 2025 £70.00 £14.00 £84.00 Playing Fields 

    £34126.48 £6785.02 £40911.01   
 

Resolved: All payments are agreed and authorised for payment. 
 

AM25/28 To receive an update re the new website and associated mailboxes. 

 The chairman said this was still ongoing but had not specific details on progress. 

Resolved: Councillor Clarke to update at the next meeting. 
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AM25/29 To receive an update from Councillor Reid re the parish council Facebook page  

 Discussion ensued re this item which met with some confusion and disagreement between 
two members.   

Resolved: Councillor Watson to set up a new parish council Facebook page and invite members and 
the clerk to join. 

AM25/30 To receive an update re a funding request for Councillor Brown who had requested 
funding from local councils towards his admin costs. 

 Councillor Reid informed members that Councillor Brown has been notified that no payment 
would be made by DPC 

AM25/31 To receive councillor report from recent training 

 Councillor Reid informed members she had attend YLCA training re ‘Sole trustee of 
charitable trust’s 

Resolved: i) Copy of the ‘ppt’ from the YLCA ‘Sole Trustee Charitable Training’ is forwarded by 
councillor Reid to all members and the clerk. 

ii) Funding for the ‘Employment Law’ training session has been wrongly charged to 
Dishforth PC and should be charge to Bishop Monkton PC – councillor Reid to 
rectify. 

iii) All Training must be agreed in advance of councillors booking onto courses. 

 The meeting adjourned into private session. 

Under the public bodies (admissions to meetings) Act 1960 and LGA 1972, ss 100A to 100K and 
ACA 1998 s10 the meeting is adjourned from public session and this part of the meeting will be 
held in private session. 

AM25/32 To consider the Terms of Reference for the Dishforth Community Association  

Resolved: i) The name of the Committee will be the ‘Dishforth Community Committee’ and the 
word ‘Advisory’ is removed. 

ii) A quorum of three, must include a parish councillor. 
iii) Membership should be a minimum of five trustees, one of which should be a parish 

councillor. 
iv) The terms of reference (TOR) are agreed and amended as discussed within the 

private session herewith.  
v) The amended Terms of Reference will be forwarded by the clerk to all members for 

review. 
vi) The agreed amended TOR are-submitted to the DCC for consideration and signing. 
vii) Reporting via minutes four clear days prior to a parish council meeting is sufficient 

and does not require a formal presentation at each DPC meeting.  

AM25/33 To consider the next steps towards formally transferring assets and funding to the 
DCA when they receive registered charitable status. 

Resolved: i) A solicitor is appointed to advise, prepare lease and associated documents and to 
ensure the parish council act within their legal powers and duties. 

ii) Councillor Watson will engage a solicitor. 

 The meeting adjourned from private session and closed 21:30 hours. 

Date of the next meeting:   Tuesday, 10th June 2025 

 
 


